
Well, another year has come and gone. I would like to thank the volunteers who help 

this organization by attending  meet & greets, fostering greyhound after greyhound, 

and  the board of directors for all their hard work. WAG would not be able to survive 

without you!  

We are always looking for more volunteers and foster homes. If you would like to help 

at any of the meet & greets, you can call  1-877-595-0991 or send an email to:   

info @weadoptgreyhounds.org  

If you are interested in becoming a foster home, please read the article below. More 

greyhounds will be able to find homes if we have more foster homes, With the MA 

greyhound tracks closing in 2010, new foster homes will be needed to help these re-

tired racers find their own couch.  

I wish everyone and their hounds a happy a healthy holiday and New Year!  

Joanne Steffen 

WAG is always looking for 

help with fostering. Foster-

ing is a way to help a grey-

hound get adjusted to life 

off the track and to evalu-

ate each dog before being 

placed in their adoptive 

home. For a retired racer, 

they know nothing about 

stairs, glass doors, slippery 

floors, sleeping on beds, 

etc. Fostering also means 

that when someone re-

turns their greyhound, we 

must find a foster home to 

place that dog until it finds 

a new home. When you 

choose to foster, you are 

saying that you want to 

help this greyhound learn 

about the new life they are 

about to embark on. Are 

you ready to be a part of 

our fostering team?  Email 

Joanne@weadoptgreyhoun

ds or call 877-595-0991. 
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The Story of Becky, the 16 month old greyhound 

Becky, a little 43 lb greyhound was 
carried off the hauler when it arrived in 
CT in mid August. She had been trav-
eling for 2 days, so we weren't too con-
cerned when she was limping on her 
left rear leg.  
We gave her a bath, and tended to an 
open sore on her thigh and would 
monitor a suspected pressure sore on 
her rear. After reviewing her paper-
work, it was also discovered that this 
16 month old pup had been treated for 
heartworm infection and had been 
given nine vaccinations in one day in 
late July. 
Within 3 days of her arrival, she spiked 
a fever & was taken to the Emergency 
Vet because the pressure sore had 
developed into an abscess that 
needed to be lanced. She was put on 
antibiotics and Rimadyl for the pain 
and inflammation. Her limp improved 
over the course of treatment, but 10 
days later when the Rimadyl was fin-
ished, she declined to the point where 
she couldn't get up on her own and 
needed support to walk. She would 
cry, eagerly wagging her tail & desper-
ately wanting to move, but while her 
spirit was willing, her body clearly was-
n't able. It would break your heart to 
watch her try to move, so she was 
taken to an orthopedic specialist in MA 
to evaluate her leg and hips. Upon 
exam, it was determined that her prob-
lem wasn't orthopedic, but systemic, 
and she was a very sick little dog.  
She had fluid on all her joints, which 
the vet said would cause extreme pain 
and explain why she would cry and 
couldn't walk.  
Her diagnosis then pointed to immune 
mediated poly-arthritis, likely caused 
by the injection of nine vaccinations in 
one day. She was once again pre-
scribed Rimadyl, and we anxiously 
awaited test results from the joint taps, 
and the blood work for tick borne dis-
eases & the presence of bacterial in-
fections. Test after test came back 
negative, so her joints were x-rayed for 
another piece of the puzzle.  

Unfortunately, erosion was detected. 
Her diagnosis is now immune medi-
ated erosive poly-arthritis. Her rear 
legs were failing again, and it was 
imperative to stop the progression of 
the disease. Due to the seriousness 
of her condition, we took her to an 
internal medicine specialist at Angell 
Memorial in Boston in early Septem-
ber.  
Once again, she underwent exten-
sive testing as they drew additional 
blood for further tick borne disease 
testing & bacterial infections. It was 
of utmost importance to confirm that 
she didn't have an active infection, 
because the Prednisone that was 
needed to reduce the inflammation 
and stop her body from attacking her 
joints would seriously comprise her 
health if she had an infection. Once 
again, all tests were negative, and 
we could finally begin a 5 month 
treatment plan of Prednisone. She 
initially responded very well and im-
proved to the point where she could 
get up on her own, but then re-
gressed once the first taper of Pred-
nisone started.  
It was recommended that she also 
be given Leflunomide, in addition to 
the Prednisone. This is a serious, 
expensive immunosuppressant, but 
we felt it was needed to stop the pro-
gression of the disease if she was to 
have a fighting chance of enjoying 
life and being the puppy she should 
be.  
Unfortunately her testing isn't over, 
and her white cell count, liver en-
zymes and levels of Leflunomide 
need to be monitored regularly.  
She spiked a temp recently and was 
put on another round of antibiotics, 
and although there is an audible crin-
kling noise in her knees, she is re-
sponding well to treatment and has 
gained 2 pounds.  
It's likely her long term prognosis 
won't be known for some time, so we 
enjoy every day we can spend with 
her.  

All funds raised from upcoming  
Ebay auctions will help to defray 
the costs of her extraordinary vet-
erinary bills. Thank you for 
helping WAG to care for her. 
If you would like to make a dona-
tion to help with Beckyôs medical 
expenses, please send your dona-
tion to PO Box 1114 Glastonbury, 
CT 06033 or you can use the pay 
pal link on the WAG website. 
Becky is currently on medical hold, 
which is why she is not listed on 
the Available Hounds page in the 
newsletter. 

W A G  T A L E S  
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Our deepest sympathy to all who have lost a cherished friendé. 

 

 

    ñPearlò                                                ñMochaò                         ñNahlaò 

            Doug Morse                                    Florence Ritorto                            Susan Osborne & Tim Reed  

 

 

 

               ñKarmaò            ñJodiò                                  ñAmberò 

   Stacey & Chuck Hughes                     Jennifer  Tortora                               Kim & Joseph Bates 

 

 

 

         ñMama Rolloò                                          ñMacò          ñBradò 

     Deb & Ed Maxwell                           Beth & Rob Smith                                   John DeLeone 

 

 

 

 

               ñKCò           ñIsisò                                                      ñLilyò 

      Susan Forzano                             Marie Kenny-Matava                        Margaret & Kevin Lane 

 

 

 

                                               ñBelleò 

                                     Lynn  Limeburner  

Rainbow Bridge  
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Available Hounds  

W A G  T A L E S  

Twister  (aka. "Boy O Twist") 8 year old (dob 

9/23/00) male.   Twister is friendly and outgoing.   He 

is used to home life. Twister has just finished treat-

ment for Lyme disease which had been causing him 

some joint pain. He would make a good addition to an 

adult only family.  

**************************************************************************************************  

Champ (aka. "Lennys Reward") 3.5 year old (dob 

1/8/05) male.   Champ is a big and friendly boy.   He 

loves toys and belly rubs! Champ can be a bit vocal 

when he gets excited.   He walks nice on leash and 

rides great in the car. Champ may be cat workable 

with a confident cat.  Champ is not sure he likes other 

breeds of dogs but he gets along fine with other 

greyhounds.   

**************************************************************************************************  

**************************************************************************************************  

Splenda (aka òSugarfree Kissesó 3 yr. old (dob 

7/8/05) Splenda is a sweet girl who loves to gives 

kisses. She is learning about home life in her fos-

ter home.  
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**************************************************************************************************  

Mason (aka. "Brett Mason") 3 year old (dob 7/23/05) 

male.  Mason is very shy around people he doesn't 

know.  He is very nice with other greyhounds and would 

probably be better in a home with another confident dog 

who can show Mason that the world is really not as scary 

as he thinks right now.   Mason does not appear to be cat 

**************************************************************************************************  

Trey  (aka òIruska Redtreyó) 2.5 yr.old (dob 

6/10/2006)male. Trey is a bit shy at first meet-

ing but he warms right up once he gets to know 

you. Trey is cat friendly.  

**************************************************************************************************  

Bubba (aka. "RC Big Boy") 2 year old (dob 

8/9/06) male.   Big Boy is VERY shy, he is afraid 

of almost everything.   He would like a quiet 

home and there must be at least one other con-

fident dog in his new home.   His new family will 

need to have lots of patience to let him come 

out of his shell. Bubba is fine with cats.  

http://www.weadoptgreyhounds.org/BigBoy.htm

